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the 2050 National Transforma-

tion (TNS50), all development
aspects must be sustainable and
environmentally-friendly, said
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak.

He said as Malaysia headed to-
wards becoming a successful and
developed country, sustainable de-
velopment was an important agen-
da.

“Even more so as we head to-
wards TNS0, all aspects of build-
ings in the public and private sec-
tors must be based on sustainable
development and environmental-
ly-friendly concepts,” he said at the
launch of Menara Kerja Raya here
yesterday.

Present were Works Minister
Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof and his
deputy, Datuk Rosnah Abdul
Rashid Shirlin.

Najib said based on the country’s
performance, he was confident
that Malaysia could achieve the
target of lowering carbon emis-
sions and greenhouse gases by 40
per cent by 2020.

He said Malaysia was committed
to reducing 45 per cent of its car-
bon emissions by 2030, in line with
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

“Seeing that we have already ex-
perienced unpredictable weather
conditions, it is becoming increas-
ingly important that we implement
environmentally-friendly con-
cepts in the country’s develop-
ment.

“The government is committed

IN charting the nation towards

to supporting green development
by introducing a rating system for
green buildings. Every new gov-
ernment building must have
‘green’ specifications, and should
be built using environmentally-
friendly building materials.”

The 37-storey Menara Kerja
Raya, completed in April last year,
is the first government building to
receive platinum Green Building
Index certification.

Najib said the tower was listed by
the United Kingdom's Business In-
sider as one of the top 10 best new
buildings in the world.

“This tower was designed with
local expertise, and we have pro-
duced an iconic skyscraper that
will be one of the most significant
landmarks in our country.”

He hoped that such efforts would
be continued, and that the skills
and approaches undertaken by the
designers would become an ex-
ample in the development of new
structures and buildings.

Najib added that the Public
Works Department’s efforts in pi-
oneering green technology and en-
ergy-efficient concepts fitted well
with current and future demands,

“As a technical agency, research

and innovation, as well as tech-
nological implementation, must be
the working culture in the min-
istry. |

“We cannot be satisfied with the
level of skills and technology that
we already have.

“We must take the brave step
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forward to use new technology,
whether practised by other coun-
tries or by ourselves, through re-
search and development that
would not only help development,
but could also benefit other di-
mensions.”

Najib called on the department

riority
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to be agents of change and praised
them for being the “unsung
heroes” who had contributed much
to the country’s development.,

“When you look at this building,
you should be inspired to lead with
innovative thinking and actions,”
he said.



