UNGA Adopts Climate Change-Related Resolutions
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Among 34 development-related actions put forward by its Second Committee (Economic and
Financial), the UN General Assembly (UNGA) has adopted a number of resolutions reflecting the
breadth of the Committee’s agenda, including consideration of the economic ramifications of climate
change, and addressing the need for a more equitable international financial system and to bolster
developing countries’ resilience to financial risk.

Among the climate change-related resolutions, the UNGA: proclaimed 2011 as the International Year
of Chemistry, with the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization as the lead agency and
focal point for the Year, and emphasized that chemistry education is critical to addressing the
challenge of global climate change (document A/63/414); supported international efforts and funding
to prevent and manage natural disasters, as well as extreme weather patterns; called upon the
international community to step up efforts for full implementation of the Hyogo Declaration and the
Hyogo Framework for Action; called upon the international community, the Secretary-General and
relevant UN bodies to help strengthen the International Research Centre on ElI Nifio (document
A/63/414/Add.3); stressed the need to further advance and implement the Bali Strategic Plan for
Technology Support and Capacity-Building (document A/63/414/Add.7); called for urgent global action
to address climate change for the benefit of present and future generations, and urged parties to the
UNFCCC to continue using the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change in their work (document A/63/414/Add.4); urged all governments, relevant organizations, UN
bodies and the Global Environment Facility to take timely action to effectively follow-up and implement
the Strategy and the Mauritius Declaration, and called upon the international community to help Small
Island Developing States adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change (document
A/63/414/Add.2); encouraged governments to promote sustainable urbanization to improve the living
conditions of vulnerable populations, including slum-dwellers and the urban poor, and to help mitigate
climate change (UN-Habitat document A/63/415); and reaffirmed its partnership with the Pacific
Island Forum through the lens of the serious threats posed to vulnerable island States by climate
change and the global economic recession (document A/63/L.56).
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