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Caring for the environs is not a choice

Australia’s Minister for Climate Change and Water applauds the Green Building Index Malaysia

By Abby Lu

jf x FEASON Wa Care

{for the environ-

miert) B becaise
wie have to,” sakd Senator
Peniny Wong in her keynote
addness atl the recent Green
Dessign Forum organised by
Pertubuhan Akitek hakaysa
(PAMA),

Speaking for the first time
here since s appoaniment
ay Aunstralia’s Minister for
Clirnale Change and Water,
Wong addressed an audsence
ol predominantly archilects,
engineens and those from
refated indubtries

She said architects, due ba
the “intergenevational™ trait
of their works, could infla-
ence climate change in a
bigger way than some politi
clami.

".'r‘ncpﬁ infjence the way
ir whach peophe interct
with the enwironment ...
and buildings last for gen-
grations,” she added, urging
architects, as consultants, o
nurture resporsibile decisions
fram chents.

Wong, who i Australia’s
first Asian-born manister, akso
shared some af the trials

Decisions rou make today
influence he future, says
Waong.

they are combating in their
country.

According to the Carbon
Pallution Feduction Scheme:
Ausiralio SLow Polluton Hature
White Paper that was pub-
lished lastmonth, the country
— as o of the world’s hottest
and driest comtinents — stands

io suffer tremendousty from
climate change,

She told the audience “vwe
cannot ignore the fgunes as
11 of the past 1.2 years have
been the hollest we've ever
seen”™ and the importance of
tackling the issue with “eco-
namically and environmantally
sound” methods.

Touching on Malaysia's
green rating system, the
Cireen Building Index (GBI,
Wondg said studies have shown
that expenditures in sustain-
able enengy are repaid up o
five times i savings.

“Thus, one of Australia's tar-
gels is o achieve a renswable
energy proporion of 20 per
cent by 2020, she said.

GBI a joint effort betwesn
PakA and the Assocation of
Consulting Engineers Malaysia,
will be [aunched in April

The rating system olfers
developers opportunities o
design and constrect Ijq;:-r.'n
sustainable bukdings thal
can tramslate inlo enengy and
water savings, a healthier
ndoor emvironiment and bet-
ter connectivity to
transport as well a5 adoption
of recychng and greenery in
thaeir projects.



